
 
 

 

Kia Canada Celebrates its 1 Millionth Customer 
• Kia Canada reaches 1 million cars sold since 1999 
• Iconic Kia Soul was delivered to customer in Sherbrooke, QB 

TORONTO, Nov. 29, 2019 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Kia’s 20 year anniversary in Canada ends 

on a high note as it celebrates its 1 millionth vehicle sold in Canada at Kia Sherbrooke in 

Quebec. Kia launched its operations in Canada in 1999, with only 43 dealers and two models - 

Sportage and Sephia - and sold 1,417 units in its first year. 

 

An Impressive Growth 

The Kia brand has experienced exceptional growth over its 20 year history with 11 award-

winning vehicles and a network of 194 dealerships, including 63 in Québec, and annual sales of 

approximately 76,000 vehicles in 2019. Now, a customer in Sherbrooke has become the proud 

owner of the iconic all-new 2020 Kia Soul marking the 1 millionth sale. 

“Over the years, several of our models have received awards as we introduced new innovative 

vehicles to market,” says Elias El-Achhab, VP and COO, Kia Canada Inc. “At its original 

introduction the iconic Soul initiated a design trend in the industry and ten years later, in its third 

incarnation, it is the only one left. Our customers love it and we continue to attract new 

customers with this model. The most exciting part is that with the redesign we have been able to 

take the fully electric version up to a range of 383km on a single charge. As the only mass 

market OEM to offer two fully electric vehicles in our fleet (the smaller Niro crossover and the 

Soul), our vision now is to become a first-rate stakeholder in the automotive industry’s 

transformation to electrification.” 

Kia’s rapid growth in Canada has been possible thanks to a proven track record of product 

investment, award winning design, excellent customer service as well as product quality and a 

passionate and committed dealer network. Designers, such as Peter Schreyer who joined Kia in 

2006 and Quebecer Karim Habib in 2019, have been invaluable to the brand’s popularity. 

Finally, none of this would have been possible without the continued efforts and dedication of 

Kia Canada’s employees and the dealership staff. 



 
 
 

“When Kia first arrived in Québec, I quickly believed in the brand’s potential. Today, I am very 

happy to be part of Kia Canada’s history and deliver the 1 millionth vehicle,” says Daniel 

Beaucage, owner of Kia Sherbrooke. He opened his dealership in 2001 and recently renovated 

it to the new Kia architectural image; the Red Cub concept. 

 

About Kia Canada Inc 

Kia Canada Inc. (KCI), established in 1999 and celebrating 20 years in Canada, is a 

subsidiary of Kia Motors Corporation (KMC) based in Seoul, South Korea. Kia’s full line of 

award-winning vehicles offers world-class quality and customer satisfaction through a network 

of 195 dealers nationwide. The company employs 170 people in its Mississauga, Ontario 

headquarters, various locations across Canada and at its regional office in Montreal, Quebec. 

Kia’s brand slogan "The Power to Surprise" represents the company's global commitment to 

surpassing customer expectations through continuous automotive innovation. From compact to 

crossover to industry leading EV’s, every Kia delivers an extraordinary combination of precision 

engineering, outstanding performance, innovative features, and advanced safety systems. 

Having sold over one million vehicles, popular Canadian models include the Soul, Forte, 

Sportage, Sorento, Stinger and the new Seltos To learn more about the Kia advantage, visit 

kia.ca or find us on Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and Instagram. 
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